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This, at one time, was known as the Gap Church, prob-
ably, because it is located near the main rap throulgh
]"is.hm"s Ridge.  Through this gap were the ma'‘n trails,
from ard through, Mahantango valley, northward and
westward throurh Stonc valiey.  TFisher's ridee  divides
these two valleys, 1 gather from (Lo Northumbcr!undi
county court records, that or March 25, 1779, at a priv:lle‘
session of court, a petition was presented, prayine: a road!
be laid out and constructed from Stonebacher's mill thr'oug._:'h;
lands of John Ch.Hh to the Gap Church, Stom-b;'.(:lmr's;
mill was in Upper Paxton township, Lance.stor county, now .
Dauphin county, on the south side of .‘.I:zlmnt:m;:(\ creck,
about ', mile from the mouth of this croek, at the Snsq:w-'
hanna r-i‘.'er. John Chobb's land was on the north side of
this creck, about one and one-half miles from the river,
and on a rather dircct couise to the Gap Church about two
miles distant., That trade and commerce were some reasons
for the road petition is obvious, but a greater reason, duty,
comes into being., This wias, then, the only church in tP}is
part of Mahanoy township, now Lower Mahanoy tow.nshlp.
The settlers were hungry for the preached word, as it was
their custom, before coming here, to assenible on a Sabbath
at somc¢ house of worship, or at some private house, tq
worship. But it was the duty of the earnest members of
the two congregations to attend services on a Sabbath.

I said the main trails went through this gap. Today
four good township or dirt roads converge here, on the
Mahantango valley side, to go north and west; and on the
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north or Stone valley side, there are five close by to 8o south
through this Gap. The site was “pleasant for situation,”
as for trails, water wag handy, and the stone and wood
for building was close by. According to Bell's History of
Nort}_xumberkmd County, page 744, “In 1855 the Trevorton,

Mahanoy and Susquehanna Railroad, was orened, making
connection with the Penusylvania Canal, on the west side
of the. Susquehanna river by bridging this river at Trevor-
ton Junction, now Herndon.” [ had from wood authority,
that many of the stones used in the building of the bridge
piers, were transported by flat boat from Georgetown, now
Dalmatia, to the bridze site by a resident, Peter Burrell, of
Georgetown. The stone were quarried on the land of Gap
Church, and conveyed by land carriage to the river about
two miles away.

I have reason to believe, that many ot the early sott-
lers, in this region were Squatters, in a sense, and that the
first building for school and church burposes was erected
through the connivance of the “Friendly Association” “for
regaining and preserving peace with the Indians by pacific
measures,” which “was formed by the Friends in 1756 for
the purpose of bringing Qugker influences to bear on the
adjustment of the Indian difliculties. Its necessity was
deemed apparent because the executive of the brovince had
disregarded the universal, peaceful and just poiicy followed
by Penn, and the Friends hoped to restore it in an unoffi-
cial way.” “Though without otficial standing and unrecog-
nized by the Proprietors and Governors, the association
performed much usefuy] service. Its work was dene through
conferences and by presents of money and merchandise and
several important treatics were made largely through its
influence, especially with Tedyuscung, the celebrated king
of the Delaware Indians.” (pa ragraph number 26, Pennsyl-
vania: A Primer). While we have no definite record, for
or against, there may have been a “sod and twig” transfer
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for much of the land in the present Lower Mahanoy town-
ship. V ,

Later, after the settlers had beceme more prosperous,
in various ways, they redeemed their lands from the State,
mainly through warrants, and thercby secured a good title
1o their holdings.

I surmise that many of these early settlers here were
redemptioners or identured scrvants, and differed from
serfs only in that their services were iimited and sclf
imposed. “It was by copying the autographed lists and
commenting on them that Rupp made up his valuable Look,
“Thirty Thousand Names of German Immigrants.” As we
turn its pages and read the entries of {he vessels and
other details, we seem to be brought ncarer to this old
German immigration, and realize more fully its meanine,

“The condition in which the immigrants reached Phila-
delphia was shocking. The ships were floating hospitals
and pest-houses, filled with small-pox and il the other
diseases of crowding, and with the dirt which gathered
frightful intensity from the voyage of two or three
months. One ship reached the coast after a voyvage of
six months, with the surviving passengers living on rats
and vermin. Vessels often lost, on their passie. one third
of their human freight, and one ship is said to have arrived
after having lost two hundred and fifty. Sauer said that
in one yvear two thousand of the Germans had died in
crossing the Atlantic, and this estimate does not seem to
be excessive. The delays in the voyage were numerous.
Before reaching the ship the people had to pass through

thirty or forty custom houses on the Rhine, at cach of
which they were delayed several days, so that this Rhine
journey usually consumed five or six weeks, and com-
pletely exhausted their slender stock of supplies and money.

After delays of five or six wecks occurred at the sea-
ports, the poor immigrants, starving and desperate, sold
themselves as redemptioners to the captains and shipping
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agents.” Mittleberger, in his *

Journey to P in i
i i : ey to Pennsyvlvg
1750° has described what the i

ke : v sufiered on the vovagre: *
”;o:]tl:(lhlzlllnnll)lj(rl "»\mlsf.'c'-rd.'un lhcy.lu-gvin to pack l.huhp(:nnlll(:
loss than four, five, six. hindrol souns o TS M D0Y
8 - 2, &I dred souls, besides en 3
SI?_:]":)(])]LSS ::f-l],],(:-u:(-‘}.]-o\m ]ut‘(.-nsilx, chests, water-casks .':::ln::l::
- w:_]. «b, '}%IL obliged to occupy berths scarcely two
i ide by six leng ...." “It is not, h0\\'0\'o" til
e shn.)‘ has xzmsod its anchor for the l:st time an ib 'Al'. - L
on its c:»_ght. mne, or even twelve week's suil for I;hi(l' .\ll:l” “:d
that lAhc ;:rc.alc.‘zt misery is experienced.  Then ”~]“. 4'-‘!"‘“.-'1
heart-rendering scenes: the filth and stench of th ’vf:“'“t‘
no D(’_’l could deseribe, while the divers diseases uq ““d\
ness i every form, headaches, l)illi«)nsnc;;.x: -C;;'.\_;;‘-l.'-::('k-
dyscn(.cry. scarlet fever, serofula, cancers e‘lc (l ‘l -l',‘\llwn'.
the miserable salt food and the vile drin'l-'in"” \\l x'u -b}
truly (lchl_orzlblo. " Not to speak of the dv;;thh\\'hic‘-l}tu ”L
on everyside. The sufferings of the noo': women Tl O(fl”
pregnant can scarcely bhe im:::rined.‘ 'l“hvv 5 :‘l .10 <_lf‘~'
'thmu;:h th.c voyage, and many a mother \'.'i'd-{ hw'dtli. ‘\' 1 }ll\f
;sc‘tch‘x;-c;wn tmto the water almost ere lite is cxtini-t I]i\)ll;:ill:;"
severe s orm on our vessel one poor creature l G
to the trying circumstances, was unal:e : :"'\ I (:“m;
her child, was shoved through, an ope:)i]x:"l?n lll‘:: :).” Lh' 5
fl”O\\'Od to drop into the watef, because i;w- ¢ fitit . jm'l
ient to attend her.” R
“The Quakers were obliged to provide for the j i
gran!s. and prepare hospitals to receive them ¥ ;mml'
phys'lcmns who made Philadelphia famous as | ca'mt *'the
mc.(hca] education gained some of their ﬁr-%t‘o"m U’ i
t!ns way.” .’l‘hc foregoing was about the ex')ézricr-x’vt-!(:p’:»tl"L?lm3
German emigration till 1770 and even ]:ll(‘l". The‘ch ]l(
people as they were called, Reformed and Lutherans u'l\( ]
f?r the most part disconneeted and irregular in the:ir.\ '“rt-l'.e
tions, and had o be afterwards oruani‘;.ed with muc)m”f'ﬂ.}-
culty by Rev. Michacl Schlatter for the Reformed, anf]l (I{le\]'-
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Henry Melchior Muhlenberg for the Lutherans. These
German immicrants, after being releazed at Phiiadelphia,
started for the interior: Lancaster, Lebanon, Berks, Mont-
gomery, Bucks, and Lehigh counties. Many of them had
relatives and friends among those that had come on before.
As these counties became crowded or more thickly settled,
these new comers often went on farther into the wilderness,
so that several counties were organized just prior to the
Revolutionary war. This county, Northumberland, was
organized in 1772. That there was a considerable popu-
lation, in these and surrounding parts is evident from the
minutes of the Provincial council. At a council heid in
Philadelphia on Saturday 30th of January, 1763, the Iion.
John Penn, Esq., Licutenant Governor, DBenjamin Crew,
Lynford Lardner, and James Tilghman, Esquires, among
other business, the governor laid before the board a petition
from a very considerable number of the inhabitants of
Berks county, that if a Provincial Road were to be luaid
out, in the most convenient places. from the town of Read-
ing in the said county, to Fort Augusta, it would greatly
tend to advance the trade and commerce with the Indians,
who are settled at the heads of the Suzquehanna river. The
road was to be laid out as far as the land had been pur-
chased, or to the line of junction of the Susquehanna river
and Mahanoy creck. Jonas Scely, John Patton. IHenry
Christ, James Scull, Frederick Weiser, Benjamin Sypcker,
Mark Bird, Christian Lauer, and Thomas Jones, Jr., or
any six, to lay out and return the courses and distances
within six months. (Col. Ree. vol 9, pace 440). A return
of the board to lay out road from Reading to FFort Augusta.
was made in 1769. In following the different stations, we
come across some land marks that have great historicai
value, thus‘ station 63, Ft. Henry; station 74, on the ridge
of Kittatinny mountain; near station 104, the old path to
Liken’s valley; station 141, to Spread Eagle, (Spread Eagle
Manor now) the meeting point in the boundaries of Nor-
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thumberland, Schuyltill, and Dauphin counties); station
142, Mahantango creel; station 156, to a branch of Swober
creek; station 179, Maghonnoy creek; and station 180, to
a white oak on the bank of the Susaquehanna river, and
south side of Mahannioy mountain, The return was sirned
by Jonas Seely, John Patton. Frederick Weiser, Denjamin
Spycker, Christian Lauer, and Thomas Jones, Jr. The re-
turn was confirmed by the board and declared to be the
King's Highway, or public road and to be rendered com-
modicus for public service.

- Two stations on this plotting, stations 101 and 141,
are valuable to us at present. At about station 104, a
path led off to the left, about west, called the old path to
Liken’s valley. This path came through what we now
know as William's valley and by the side of the present
town of Lykens. This path or trail followed the base of
Short mountain, thence about northwest to the gap in
Mahantango mountain, where the town of Pillow, now is.
Here at Pillow. or nearby, several trails branched off; one
to the right followed Mahaniango creek east northeast to
Spread Eagle; one to the left followed Mahantango creck,
west southwest to the Susqucehanna river. One trail led
almost due north through the fourth gap of Fisher's ridire
to what we know as Mapdata and followed Fiddler's run
to the Susquehanna river. :

Several trails branched off the second and third trails,
followed small runs and interseccted with the Small Cut.
This run heads on the east of the church land, in an adjoin-
ing field, turns south and enters Xlahantango creck, where
the Lenker family had settled. These trails were followed
by the carly pioneer settlers of Lower Mahanoy township.
Station 142. Mahantango creek, about 14 miles from the
Susquehanna river, along the creek, from this point various
trails or paths branched off, across Hoofland, ete. to now
Red Cross. or Schwaben creck region. It is true a trail
followed the Susquehanna river on the east side, from Fort
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Hunter, ncar Dauphin, Pennsylvania, to what was Sha--

mokin or Forl Augusti.  Dut this trail was not as conven-
ient as the overland trail throuzh and aoeross Lykens vailey
into Mahantanzo valley.  That there was a considerable
population, we can gather from “Donchoo’s Indian Villaces
and Place Names in Pennsyvivania.” page 103, under Mahan-
tango; “After the commencement of Indian hostilities in
1755, Captain Thomas Mekkee was authorized to ¢et such
supplies as were needed for the defense of the settlers,
at Fort Hunler, six miles above Harrvisbure.”  We must
remember Caplain Mckice had a trading post at what is
now Dalmatia as carly as 17125 and that he had other than
Indian lLiclpers is believed, and that he relied on the aid
of the various white squatteis in the intecior, is also poss-
ible.  Why should he be authorized to gather supplies for
an expedition or aid of settlers. unless he had the aid and
assistance of others besides the Indians. This scttlement
was not cffected in a day, or a month, but years. What
stupendous labor was expended in the achievement, every
thing was dobie in a primitive wov.,  The first care was a
shelter from wild beasts and the clements. temporary at
first, until such time that the oreat trees conld G felled.
hewn on two parallel sides notched and saddled ot ths ends
so Lthat they would fit together. Aftor several moen wont
together to raize a shelter and help cieh other to Luii ! a
home. A saw, a broad axe, a culting axe, a frow and an
auger were aboul the oniy tools waad until later.  Glazed
vindows were nol thousht of, because of the danger and
expense. A hide tanned thin was stretehed over an open-
ing and often a block of wood was inserted, because of the
danger from the Indians. Hand made nails were expensive,
so, very few were used.  Instead of shingles, there were
oak, reaved clapboards, six or eight inches wide. and three
or four feet lone. held in place by a rider or binder, pinaed
to the rafter and cave logs, by wooden pins.  'These clap-
boards were lapped on the ends and on one side.  Ilach
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vertical row would form a gutter for the water to run off.
The early -cubins and larger houses were buill quite ncar -
or over a spring, and many had porl hoics for defense

-against Indians. After the shelters were constructed. the

newcomers turned their attention to clearing the land. A
very primitive plow was fashioned from the forks of a
tree, or in the absence of beasts of burdens, the men and
boys had a heavy hoe or mattox, and prepared the ground
for sced: rye, corn, flax, and a few vegetables, for of
necessily they were flesh eaters. They shot game in the
forest or caught fish in the streams.

After the first scant crops were garnered, living be-
came a little casier, but there was work for all. Mother
and the girls took care of the flax and wool, fashioning
their clothing. The hum of the large wool wheel—and
the fainter whine of the spinning wheel, and the clank of
the loom, could be heard in nearly every home. Father and
the boys were equally busy clearing the land, opening the
trails, splitting rails, helping the neighbours hew logs for
a house or barn. And perhaps father was a shoe maker
or wood worker, or had some other useful trade.

In the lower counties of Pennsylvania, especially near
Philadelphii, churches and schools were started at an carly
date. Often they were sepved by men sent by Schlatier or
Muhlenberg, a clerk, a ealechist. or a licenuite, and while
some were regular ordained ministers to a certain dewree, '
yet they were not regularly installed postors. The circuit
rider here comes into play, and that all were good men and
true, and made an honest endeavor, T will not deny. Call
them all circuit riders if you will, (hese men woing from
home {o home, from mceting place to meeting place. They
heard that there were still others along such another trail.
perhaps a day or two days journey. These men reporting
to their superiors, were sent on these longer jonrneys. or
perhaps some one else was sent to tind and minister to the
spiritual wants in the hintlerland. That these were brave
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and courageous men you must admit, for these were trouble-
some times, no good highwuys, not many settlers, and per-
haps lurking Indians, or ferocious animals in forests all
about. :

Mounted on a horse, with his saddle bags, or Stwaric-
Sock behind him, I doubt whether he carried a gun. Even-
tually he arrived at his destination. T believe he was re-
ceived and welcomed to the best that the settlers afforded.
That the early Moravian Missionaries sometimes had ser-
vices here, I do believe. “Count Zinzendor{ and Conrad
Weiser came along the trail on the east side of the Susque-
hanna river in 1742 and named Mahantango creeck,
‘Benigna’s creek,’” in honor of his daughter.”  (Memorials
of the Moravian Church, 81, 1870.)

“In 1748 Bishop Cammerhoff, on his way to Shamokin,
Jan. 13, came to Thomas McKee's, the last white settlement
on the river below Shamokin.” (Cammerhoff's Journal,
Pennsylvania Magazine of History, 1905.) That others of
this creed came, and stopped, I believe, for in many of the
lower counties it was done and why not here.

That Lutheran and Reformed cireuit riders sowed good
seed is evident. They did what they could. They made
their circuits during the months that the truils‘were piss-
able, or the weather permitted. During the winter there

was hardly any service, ov visit from the rider until after

more settlers had located at or ncar the trails.  IFor his
services in the more populated sections the regular pastor
reccived as high as two hundred (.Inll:u'.s a year, fO}' teach-
ing and preaching. The circuit rider in the outlying scc-
tions received perhaps a hank of spun wool, or cnqugh spun
flax to make a yard of cloth, a saddle of' venison or a
tanned deer side, as the settlers had very little money to
give, but what they had to give they gave freely. .The
tanned deer hides were very useful for bcd.dmg and m‘tlc.]o.s
of clothing, and those tanned with the hair on, by putting
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the hair side in, were made into packets and breeches for
winter usec. '

Thus many of the carly churches were started. A
handful here and there, o zealous exhorter. and a will to
serve the Lord, were the foundations upon which many
Lutheran and Reformed churches were organized in the
hinterland. o

The exactl date of the organization of this church cain-
not at; present be ascertained.  Let nie qaote  Irom the
Lutheran Ministerium of the Danville Conference: “Zion's
Stone Valley. The organizalion of this congregation, which
is Jooked upon and respected as the Mothier Church of the
other three (Dalmatia, Pillow and Vera Crise) dates back
prior to the year 1775, This organizedon was effveted as
far as is known by Rev. Wolf. There was  occensional
preaching and the administration of the Sucraments as
carly as 1750; probably by such men who had been sent
by Rev. H. M. Muklilenberg, the Patviareh of our Lutheran
Zion in this western world.”  With the oreanization of this
church, we cannot omit the labors of the 25w Jobn Mehoe
Enterline, who “was a native of the Palatinate, Gormaay,
where he was born in 1726. e was cducated i Leipsic
and ordained a minister in 1751, ITe emirrated to America
about 1760, but to what locdily is not known. e heenme
pastor of what subscquently wias oreanized as »Hi. John's
congregation near Derrysburg, Pennsyivania, e was a
faithiul minister of the Gospel. il died Mareh 6, 1800,
aged T4 years, leaving a wife, Anna Barvbara, and children,
John Michacel. John PPaul, Dunicl, Anna Mavy married John
Adam lLenker, and Elizabeth marrvied Henry Wert, Many
of his descendants ave fiving in this vicinity.” (Igle's is-
tory of Dauphin County). And from “The Lutheran Min-
isterium Jubilee Dook.,”™ we have that Rev. Enteriine was
married Nov. 1, 1760, caine Lo America in 1769, wiis pastor
at Indian Field, and find him at Hammelstown in 1771, 1.
seltled in Lykens Valley Oct. 6, 1773, It is supposed he
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i Y Dauphin and Suyder
in Schuylkill, Northumbeiiand, !
served in Schuylkill, o e i i
counties.” That he preached here-is beliey d as l;;m
o . arte iy o or iR
only Lutheran minister in these parts lm‘ .1-10121,,m ‘l,,‘i.,,- i
The first church edifice was proba )l_\" ,u o (hm‘ch
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and school purposes. 1L was but a sx'n:tll _)Lu"(‘x‘,l.'i i
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. . s ; 1 | the nH
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n 2. . il A %
zlmd a house ot worship erected, the wng_u;";u l\ e
: ; i e an !
steps toward procuring an unoccupied tract ol ‘.. 1 e
NS . < e ”'"l“;'“i "o 0 i
«in fact was  already occupive 3
lay close by, in fact ol e g
'1~ound and a log building used for church and school y
g ! ¢ o
1 icati ade » Com-
o8 In the year 1808 an application was made to tl.\it\'c“ e
1 " . P vis o '
monwealth of Pennsylvania, and a gl.‘mt was '-.:1'(-,”,1 -.1
H X T ad,
Adam Lenker, Lutlieran, and Joha bm;.:;m.ltn. u, i
‘ ‘ ’ - owned by the two congrea-
ees. T cact as now owned b : T
trustees. The tra [ e
tions, contains €5 acres and 93 pu(.hcs.l and 1 : ‘- £
e e i supprort of the organisi.
‘poses and for the supjor . il
R And from Deli's Iistory of Norith-

. "l R ; X .
price paid was 555 T11; “The Stone Valley

3 . . A i ro
umberland Councy, about ]"‘f“b_ s orioinniiy knowin undar
rtheran and Reformed church was orieinii) that nablic
Lutheran ¢ : e LR Ly it is c.ul).u,.\'L‘Ll that pui
the name ol Curistian Unity, aiad s e BICiis were
‘\."‘li) and the alniniatration oif ke g vz of
ESBL ek s 1765, The tirst cnureh builiting vors of
begun as eaily as 1765, The ‘
. IS . ¢ T
log, twenty 1eet by thll'__\. teet. G L g
in 1796 by Jacob Thani.”  Coukl we gathicr Lite cariy o
in 1796 by Jac Lamily

The socond was civeted

.l a M ‘
' botl rregations what a wealth o
IUs ongregations th ol .
reecrids of both congrey al gl flintly
names we would sce, many that are qu.h,l L”“.lrl(i W
: s carly  sottlors are
t(;o"ly for many descendants of those ey ..l sk
i ‘ &1 I s as: Adums, Lenker, Doyer,
iving in these parts; such panues as: Adam enk oyl
o it lerk, Doney, Emerick, Fisher, Fox, Harris,
i 3 @ .l-' A P} \ - ) ~ .
Drosius, Bubb, Clurk hilins. Rothermel, Shatfer, Siy-
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A
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der, Tschopp, Wirt, Witmer, Zerby and many others.
There is a long list of Lutheran pastors commencing
with Rev. Wolf, Rev, Adams. and Rev, Samsel. How longr
thoy served, or whothey they were merely supplies is not
known.  The Rev, 1. C. Walker from about 1806 to 1809,
The Rev, Daniel Ulrich from 1800 to 1811. The Rev. John
P. Shindel from 1815 to 1830 or 3 The Rev."Joseph N.
Hemping from 3831 to 1850. The Reverends €. F, We den
and Nathan Yeager from 1850 to 1832, The Rev. F. Wl
from Jan. 1, 1854 tq Jan.- 1, 1865. The Rev. Jeremiah
Shindel from 1865 until the time of his death March 1870,
In 1844 the Rev., J. L. Leis served the Reformed congyre-
gation. This is the first Reformed bastor that I have
record of at present. There were others on hoth sides, down
to the present time. That the Lutheran and  Reformed
lived and worshipped amicably together we can wuthey
from various sources.  In volume 40, of the Pennsyivania
German Society Publication, Pagre B8, we find the followine:
“In as much as the Lutheran Chureh. as< well
formed, was interested in education, yn
not provide the schools. it w

as the Jle-
since the State did
as but natural for the church
to assume the responsibility as far as its members weore
concerned. Tt, the church, discharged this duty until the
advent of the public schogl system.™ Again, page 170,
“The Lutheran and Reformed people came from the same
Fatherland, spoke the same Inngruaee, cherished the same
hopes, observed the same social customs. hraved the same
dangers, and endured the same hardshiys, There was but
little difference in their religious. For a long time these

“two groups of people were p actically  one.” “Lutheran

and Reformed pastors preached to the
alternate Sundays, in the same  church, Inter-marriace
also helped to unite these people. When they built a church,
it was natural for them to build 4 union church.” Acain
page 172, “Dr. Schmucker says, “Each congregation form-
ed in Pennsyl\'ania, established a congregation school along

same people on



