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A Biograpnical Sketch of the Life of Noah Tomlinson 1824-1918
By his son Asher XKellum Tomlinson April 2L, 1931,

Noah Tomlinson was born in the south-east corner of Hendricks County,
Indiana, in the territory which, was known at that time as, the "Little White
Lick Country", His parents were Robert and Lydia (Kellum) Tomlinson. Noah was
third child of a family of nine, having four sisters and four brothers. His early
schooling consisted of learning a little of reading, spelling, writing, and
arithmetic. He received most of his education by putting the foregoing into
practice when he commenced business with other men. As to his education, how-
ever, it is said that the men with whom he worked always recognized his tools
because they were invariable covered with figures. He was a man wssimsseszmen
who was well educated during his entire life because he never ceased to keep
abreast of the time and was always eager to learn. His first school teacher
was Noah Kellum, his grandfather and the school was held in a Friends Meeting
house called "Fairfield", a mile or more up the creek from their home,

About the first incident he can remember of school life was when one evening
going home from school the larger boys and girls were playing "Bear". Some one
would run on in advance and hide in the bushes. These were bent almost to the ground
by a heavy damp snow which had been falling most of the day. Then the one who had
Pped hidden would jump out at the others as they came along, and all would shout
"A bear, a bear", and run as hard as they could. After awhile, amid all of that
fun a wild black bear actually did jump out from under the bushes and started for
for their lunches, the fun ceased; shouts and laughter were turned to screams
and yelling; the larger children snatched up the smaller ones and ran down the
path, never to stop until everyone was safe at home. It is said that one large
girt snatched up a child and out-ran all the rest. They never knew what went with
the bear.

Noah engaged in the work as the whole family had to do to make a living; when

yet small he went with his father to sell a wagon load of apples to a road gang
of men who were engaged in opening the National Road on west were camped on the
high land of White Lick Creek west of Flainfield.

One of the main seasons at that time was the sugar making season, The fa~ily
had a large sugar orchard on their farm, and every year sugar was made from the
water from these trees. As scon as a child, boy or girl, was strons enough to walk
through the woods and carry a gallon bucket and a tin cup to din the water from
the sugar troughs the child had to help make suzar. Their father had a furnace near
the house witheshed over it where e would boil the water, and the children would
gather the water and pour it into a barrel which was on a sled drawa by a irusty
old horse, When the barrel was full they would start the herse toc the camp where
their father would empty the barrel and start the horse back to the orchard, They
always expecied to make all the sugar the family needed for the year and a zreat
deal to sell. For example, the first metal moleboard nlow they ever had was paid
for by selling sugar at iIndianapolis. i
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Noah's parents decided they would better themselves by a change of location.
This decision was reached for different reasons. {'ne was, that there had beendmill
dam built in the creek causing the water to stand a good part of the year over some
of the best of their land which they wished to clear and cultivate. ilso they be-
lieved the mill dam made it an unhealtuful nlace to live.

In February 1837 they settled in Hamilton County, Indiana, two miles north of
Westfield, Noah was now one of the young pioneer men in the woods of their new
location and he busied himseif in the work in which everyone was engaged-- that of
building a house and clearing the land. In this work, Noah, scon hecame one of the
foremost and most reliable. He also took great pleasure in hunting by the
wild game, especially the raccoon. iie iilled one deer in.ten rods of the house.Cne
night as he was going home from Westfield - Jjust about the time he passed the Iile-
Pond, which is one mile north of Westfield. He heard a noise behind him, He could
not understand what was makin: the noise; he thought it might be a pack of wolves
on his track and they seemed to get nearer to him. He reasoned for a wnile what he
could do. It was too dark to try to run, and to climb a tree meant that he would

- - o~ b

€N 27

cexiesnn



Yoah Tomlinson |  pase 2 @

have to stay un-til day light, so he concluded he would walk as fast as he could
and when he had to do somethiing he would. He arrived at home without getting any
nearer.Vext day he went down to the Mile Pond angkghat a large bunch of Blue /47
had settled there and were nesting and at times they would make an awful noise
which at night sounded like the woods was full of wolves. One incident that created
excitement was one night the dogs started something that seemed unusual, it was nea:
where the Range Line Road(iational road#3l) now crosses the Dismal(swamp) the

dogs: would run up and back on out and kept on doing that thtil theyigot.akmost : ...
across the Dismal and the animal ran up a tree. 4is the boys drew near it came
scrapping down the tree and the dogs camé running back to the boys scared so badly
that they would not hunt any more that night. The dogs were big and fierce. The
boys thought it was a:bear. ;

Another incident at the Brick Yard. It was Noah's business to make the morter
and another fellow to put it in a wheel barrow and wheel it up an incline plank and
dump it on a table where another hand would mold the mud inte brick. One day the
mud wheeler told the. other hands that he could wheel a load of mud up the plank
and put it on the table that would wmake more brick than Noah could. Nothing would
do the hands but they should try it out. They agreed that Noah should make the firs
load. He loaded up and started rather tottery, but soon become steady, and slowly
moved up the plank. The nearer he came to the table the steadier he became and just
at the right place he dumped it on the table. The molder made it into brick. Thecn
the other fellow thought it an easy task to beat him. He was a big strong fellow.
He took his load and started on the jump but become slower before he arrived at
the top of the plank. ind just as he thought it was at the right =lace and went to
dump it on the table he let it fall to the grcund on the wrong side. Then the hands
all lauzhed and the funny boy rolled on the ground. The mud was made into brick
and it made one more brick than Necah%s did but he had dumped it on the wrong sice,
so he lost the game.

When Nozh was about fifteen years old there was a man in iWestfield by the name
of EBenjamin Chappell who made it a business of making brick, so when work was nct
pressing very nard on the farm, Noah would go and hire for a few days, tc Chappell.
He soon became foreman among the hands and an expert in making mortar from which
the bricks are made. So valuable was he to Chappell would not do without him if
he could heln it. One litte incident occured there that was amusing to the hands.
The custom of cutting a pie for dinner, was to cut it in square pieces, which left
the middle piece without any edge crust. One of the hands would always take the
middle piece, even if there had not been any taken from around it. That became
rather funny to the btoys so Noah proposed to play a joke on him. They arranged
with the cook to make an apple pie and not put any apple in the center and cut it
like common and pass it*to the fellow first. It happened and the boys all knew
what was coming, the pie was passed to him first and he went for the middle piece
never noticing that there was nothing in it until he got it on his nlate. The boys
began to laugh and he could not stand it, so he left the table. One boy was so
tickled that he ran out of the house and rolled on the ground and just kept laughin
That night the fellow quit and never came back. So the tricks of Noah threw Chappel
out of a hand,

WAIGHIHG HOGS: The very earliest method of wighing nhogs was to drive them out of
the wild woods into a pen by surrounding them with men and dogs. Then in some way
eachihog would be caught, tied and weighed with steelyards. iien would raise the hog
clear ofithe ground, balance the steelyar:is then knock his tushes out and turn him
loose in the pen of weighed hogs. The men, who bought the hogs would drive them to
Indianapolis to ship to Cincinnati. One day while they were weighing hogs in this
manner they allowed one old and very fierce hog to get away without having his tust
knocked out. The hog soon drove every man and dog up out of his reach, some jumpins
the fence and others climbing on logs that were in the lot, while he just walked
around to see that every fellow was in his place. Once the hog came to the log wher
Noah was standing,.He stood, clamped his tushes and scraped the ground, as if he
would tear every: fellow on the log to pieces. Noah could hardly stand that, he had
a strong notion to jump right down on his back but it looked almost too dangerous
for a light boy like him. The hog passed on and Noah decided if he came back he
would jump on him. In about five minutes he ' came back masder than ever but Noah
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was: not to be whipped out that way so down on the hog he went and grabbed him by
the ears. Then the others followed and held the hog while his tushes were knocked
out. Nobody was hurt, but it was the common expression to Woah, that" I never wonld
have done that" and "How could you do such a thing". °

A TRIP TO LAFAYZTTE : When Noah was about sixteen years of age his father
sent him and his brother Milton with an ox team, of two yoke, and wagon loaded
with wheat, to market at Layfayette, Indiana. A young man by the name of Noah “now
went with them with another ox team and a load of his own., The first days travel

- was without any"excitement. They camped on the bamks of Suzar Creek west of Xirklin.
The next morning they wanted to get an early start and get their trading done that
evening. The creek was crossed and on up the road they went. Noah was attracted by

thezecho of the crack of his whip and the roaring it made thr:ugh the timber: it was
fun to him and he would have more fun listening to it when they should reach the
twelve mile prarie which was just a mile cr two ahead, However when much to his
surprise when he arrived there he was disappointed that he just quit, there was no
echo at all except around the edge of the timber and that did not sound much. The
Twelve mile Prarie'is a small prarie soutn-west of Frankfort which is abcout twelve
miles across in either direction. The road to Lafayette went diagonally across it.
There were several small ponds in it and the wild ducks were in great numbers arrour
them.. Milton and the man, Snow, wanted to go and see if they could a duck for dinner
They left Noah with both teams and Snows team had to be driven all the time, After
he had been traveling about a half of an hour in this, he saw three wazons with six
horses each, loaded with goods which he supposed to be going to Cincinnati. As there
were men who made it a business:of hauling between Cincinnati and Lafayette. Noah
for a while did not know how he was zoing to manage, for his team was ahead T0ing
by themselves. He could not leave the others for they would stop, While thinking
about it he came to a place in the road where it was just a track. Then a thouzht
came to him that he would run and put their near one in the the right track and no
horse nor man could make him leave that track but the other one of them and the off
ox was always pushing ahead and no horse or man could stop him. S0 after zetting
them started right up the road he fell back to see what would happen. “hen tiey canre
to the place to take either side they took the track the oxen were on, the cther was
as good if not a little better. Noah wondered more than ever what would hanpen: he
knew that ox never give in for horse or man.

When it was time for the teams to begin to get out out of the road the men
saw that the oxen were not going to turn out. Then they began to hold their horses
hard in the road and hollow at the cxen. But the oxen did not seem to hear them, and
when the horses came close enough the 0ld ox nodded his head and with his horns
showed. the horses where to get off the road. Then the driver, upon a high seat
on the front of the wagon, did all whipping that ox over: the head that he was pre-
pared to do, but the oxen never halted or acted as though there was anything going
on. There were two men on each wagon., ‘The second team saw the fate of the first so
he prepared a little better. He gave the lines to the other man and his best tc the
whip. Their whips were long so they reach the front horse:. They came up to the oxen,
and the ox nodded his head and horns whichishowed the horses what to do. Eut the
driver thought he would hold the the horses on the oxen, and the man with the whip,
with all he could say either good bad, the oxen went on up the road.

Then came the third and with his rage increased, made a little better preparat-
ions. He got cut and stood on the foot board and with all the words he could say,
lashed that ox over the head. Eut the oxen went on up the road track they were put
on and as the wagons passed Noah and the other team all three of them were on the
track they should have taken in the first place. as they passed they could not say
hard enough things about those oxen and the fellow they velonred to.

Noah Tomlinson -page 3

Another trip to Lafayette: The same boys, Noah and Milton and the same oxen
On this trip there were four or five horse teams: they were to meet at Westfield
and start from there. The morning they met and saw that Noah and Milton were gcing
to drive the oxen they made all sorts of remarks about them and said we wculd be
coming home before you get there. So, in the line up they put the oxen in the rear
because none of them wanted to be held back by a slow ox team. When they camped tre;
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bXen were there, and next morning the oxen were ready to go. When Lafayette was :-:
was reached rear was pushing the front, Zvery fellow had trading to do. The men
got through first, they told the boys that they would go on down the road towards
hcme and camp for the night and they would find ‘them: just out of town. When the:
boys got ready they started home. They found the men about where they expected
just before dark. The men commenced making fun of their slowness and the boys held
their own with themy, The men said, "You will be a half day behind us when we get
home", but Milton kept making fun of them; while they were saying everything they
could think of, Noah spoke to the oxen to go on., Milton talking back to them. It
was very dark and looked like rain. There was a place in the road where it was
hard to discover the right track. Nozh drove, walking by and holding to the bow
of the near ox, until he was sure they were on the right track. He stopped the
oxen and crawled into the wagon and told Milton, if there was any more driving to
be done he might 'do it. Milton half asleep looked out and told the oxen to go on
and both of the boys went to sleep. Just as they reached the other edge of the
twelve mile prarie the boys were awakened by a stop of the wagon. They looksd out
just in time to see a bear sneeking out in the bushes at the side of the road. The
oxen'went on without telling and again they went to sleep. The next thing knew the
wagon stoped and it was raining; they got out to see what the trouble was and found
that a front wheel of the wagon had fallen into a hole-ih.a culvert. They had to un-
load a part of the load so they could pry the wheel up again, pulled out on better
ground and fed their oxen and stayed until the break of day. The oxen had traveled
twelve miles or more and crossed the creek with driving. Next morning they started
before sun up. When the horse teams got home the oxen had been home more than a
half day.

log-rolling and rail splitting was hard work that had to be d-ne in making
the farm. At both of these Noah was rather expert, not by stren:;th, because he was
counted as one of the weakest of the toys but by his tact.

Log Hauling: Cne day in the latter part of the winter Hoah went out along
the edge of the Dismal to get a log. It was thawing enough to let the wagon slip
about so there was not much certainty as to where it might go. When he got to the
log he soor found that on account of the condition of the rcad his load was too
heavy for his team. He sent the hired man back to the mill to bring out two more
yoke of oxen. Noah had hauled the log to a place in the road where he would not
try to go any farther until help came. When the men came with the two yoke, they
hitched on, Noah had in his mind just how he was going to do, he had five yoke of
oxen, and all ready to pull., The hired man was to stay back and no* bother the
oxen, the road went arround on the side of hill to keep out of a quag that was at
the foot of the hill. Noah started the team and was getting along well but when he
got to the very worst place the hired man thought he was not going to make it, and
ran in with a whip on the front oxen. This threw the wagon intc the Quog. Noah saw
that the wagon was going to turn over into the Quog and gquickly stopped. He worked
with it quite a while but every move he made threw it to the Quag. He finally con-
cluded he would pull it out or turn it over into the Gueg and sure enough it went
over and stooped with the wa7on on top. They went to work, got the wagon off the
log and put it on the other side of the Juos where the mire was not quite so soft.
:ie rolled the log on and when the log struck the wagon, the wagon sank to about the
top of the bolsters, or in other words, the log was laying in the mud and the wagon
under it. Then he hitched the five ycke of oxen to the wagon and again told the hire«
man-to stand back and not say a word. He pulled, mud and water out leaving a hole
where they once were. This quickly filled water. He took the wagon, log and all the
mud that stuck to them over to the mill; tugeging it in with his whole string of oxen.
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In July 13L5 toah was married to Abigail Davis, daughter of Benjamin
and Ruth Davis, ard settled on forty acres,.all of which was in the woods. To
them were eight children born, all living to be grown. Lydia, May Sth., 18L6;

Zeno, May Bth., 18L8; Ruth, October 15, 1851; Robert, Septemter 15, 1854; Zeruah C.
March 19, 1857; Asher K., March 27th., 1861; Morton, February 15th.,1863; Finley,
June 22, 1866, '

In 1847 Noah helped his father build a frame barn, which is yet standing. It
was cuite a trait t6 use food-adz correctly and speedly, also to make a straight
auger hole through the larze timbers they put in the barns in those days. Noah was
an expert in both, Riving boards was also a favérite work of his.

In 13L9 Noah and his father and brotners built a steam-sawmill three miles
north of Westfield, Indiana and one half mile west of the south side of the Dismal.
It was the first successful steam sawm’1ll in Hamilton county. There was so much
sawing tr do that at times the mill was kept running day and night. They sawed the
timber for the first rail-road bridge across White River at Hoblesville and hauled
it with their oxen., ’

They became known all over the county, while running the mill as men that made
things move. If any one had a hard Jjob of woriz to do they would send for one of then

and the oxen. Noah hauled boilers for biz mills frem Indianapolis, It might be said
here that Noah fed his oxen on the west side of Pennsylvania street where it crosses
Washington street. Perhaps it might be of interest to the reader to know the names
of some of those oxen. They were Bill and “oulke, Sam and Slide, Black and Nigger,
they were very large cattle. The others were smaller-- Tall and Van, Dave and Dal.,
The names of several others have been forgotten. At this time there were a great many
framed houses and barns being built, the raising of these frames required several
men. Noah was often chosen to be the boss of the raising. Making rocads through the
ws0ds was one rreat task for the early settlers. Noah very soon hecame much interest-
ed. Almost every year for fifty years he was appointed by the County Commissioners
to view roads for building. ne similar incident at this work might be mentoined,
Tre line cressed a big pond with low wet ground all arround it,., The other viewers
wznted to run the road around it, but Noah said we will g0 right through it, then
they will drain thr pond and the road will be alright. Eli Phelps one the viewers
said my boots leak and T would not get my feet wet for the road. Noah picked him
up and carried him accross the wet ground almost one quarter of a wmile. The road
was made through it. He was appointed to secure'the right of way* for the ificland
Rail Road through viashington Township,

The first settlement that was made in Washington Township was arround Westfield
on the high land of Cool Creek. There was no road to this place. The state started
to run a line for a rcad on the west side of White River from Tadianapolis to Peru
on the ‘fabash River, That would make miss Westfield but men of this settlement per-
suaded the surveyor when he struck the Range Line in Marion County to follow that
line to Westfield and then take off to the nirth-east. For a few years it was the
only road through Westfield. later it became a mail route from Indianapolis to reru.
Yer a few years the mail was carried on horse-back, ;

In 1859 Noah thought it would be much better for the country to have that

line for a distance of six 'miles north and graveled. He got a petition to lay the
road down, and also one to open the range line, That met with strong opposition,
they took it into court but Noah got the court decision in his favor., At that time
John Chappel was making arrangements to build a brick house north of Westfield on
the old road. Noah told him if he wanted his house to face the road he had better
face it to the west for "this road 1s going to be laid down". John knew better than
that. This road has been here too long to be laid down. So he built his house facing
it. The brick house still stands but the road is gone.,

The Range Road crosses the Dismal just three miles north of Westfield and people
said that there never could be a road made aeress:it, But Noah thought it could be
done, ‘and amid:all' opposition he worked steadily on &t getting stocks to mgke a
gravel road. He was told that he need not try to raise stogk on the last mile on
the north end of the road and he need not tome'inboithe neighborhood but went just
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as though nothing had been said. The stock was raised and some of the men that
said such things took-stock. The man that preached Noah's funeral was a.boy who
lived on the“last mile of the:road at’that time, and his father was opposed to
the road. e made mention ir his sermon of the opposition Nozh met with-in their
neighborhood but he made the road and now for more than fifty years they had a

:g00d . road. e

How bac to making the road zcross “the Dismal, It was a hard task. On each
side ‘at tue bottom of the hill there were quogs that.a horse could nt walk across,
and in fact almost all'the distance was swa'py, The first work was to drain it
whichiwés'dodeiby“éutting?avditéhfaléng”'hghsideﬂoffthg,road, Then logs. were put
Thet when the ground was frozen they hauled
the gravel. The firgt work on zrading the road was at the cross streets in Westfield
inc18615 Haian il i ; o o :

- The road was completed in about five years, which made a gravel road from the
north end‘of'thié“fqadftd]lndiénapblis,"Indiangpolis}was 2 market place for all that
the farmers had to'sell: The road made a great outlet to market for the farmers in
tae north part of Hamilton County, and south part of Tioton County and for several ,
years all nirnt-lotg in“the fall of the year the rattle of wagons could be heard.

At thisiwriting one might ask‘what_h@s[th;g,rqu;grown to . be?:Arvery short
answer ‘would:be, “that,the 'traffic is immense. A great through-fare from South Bend
to Indianapolisy “there“on ‘to the Chic River, and on and more than that: it is an
outlet for the traffic on both the east and west side of Lake iichigan from Wisconsin
and the north west of Michigan to the ©:1f of liexico. Authorities say there is more
travel on this road than any other in indiana, . '

Noah hag'the'idea when he commenced work on it that it would be a great road,
more than we can“tell ‘and ‘told the oesple so, but few believed him,

~After the combletion of this road a company under. took to build the Layayette
road from Noblesville to the Range Line road. The men in charge of it could not ze:
along with the hands, they were doing no good. So decided to hire Nozh to come and
build it. In a'short time everything was moving on rapidly and the road was finished.

Noah was known to be a great "“eace-iaker". !e was often called upon to settle
disputed questiors between men. He served several terms on the county- jury.

As the farmers cleared their land they began %o raise a great deal .of corn and
that helped thém to' raise more hogs, until it became a great hog country. There were
men:who followed the business of buying hogs, making great droves and driving them
to Indianapolis to market. At this time Indianapolis had grown to be the best market
near at-hand, : : , e R e

Those traders knew that Noah was a head driver. When possible they employed him
to boss the driving. This was by nc means an easy task, .as but very few places were
there fences on both sides of the road and miles of the road was through the woods.
At one time they had about eight hundred head driving them through Broad Ripple,
then called Buzzards‘Gldry,IWhisky,cOuld'alwaysubequgght_there, so- some of the
hands went in, bought some whis.y and got drunk. Some were so. drunk they had to to
lie up in the wagon with the hogs that had given out and had to be hauled. Cne hand
that gotten so he could hardly walk but he, someway had secured a horse to ride.
There was' about one half mile of road just before they got to Fall Creek. where there
had been a great storm which blew the timber.across. the road and every direction.
With some of the hands dead drunk it made it very hard to keep the hogs going the
right way. The drunken hand on the horse would ride in and drive the wrong way more
than the right way, ‘Hoah had just about worn himself:out so he went up to the man
on the horse and told him to get off for ne himself was run down and had to have
the horse. The man swore by everything that was.good: and bad that he never would
get off. Noah told him he'meant what he said and if he did not get off he would
throw hi= off, Just' as Woah got to him he slid off:on the other side. Then he did
like the other men that were drunk, he quit, .and Noah took the horse.

‘The first'rail road train’that Noah ever saw.was. seen.when he was driving a
drove to IndiaquoLis;hggqut_foqr milﬁs"ndrth,of_theWCity,.they put uz-to stay all
night, and t e next mornin while they were .waiting .for the hogs to eat they heard the
engine whistle. 'They did .not know what it was but the land-lord told them that it

was a train coming up to Indianapolis. He told it would be in about one hour, so the
hands broke out in a run of four miles to see the train. They got there in time to
Not long after thaut tuey took a drove down
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and putting it on that train went to the Ohio River with them. Noah and two other
hands had to go along to keep the hogs from pileing up on each other. They did it
by running boards that were laid on top of open cars.

Jnce they had a thousand head in one drove when the foremost hogs struck
vlashington Street they scared and turned back with a run. They hands saw them
coning and made all noise they could beating the hogs with clubs and whips and °
shoving with their hands until they had hogs piled as high as their heads. Finally,
however, they turned them back.

The personality of Necah was very strong. Hewas abcut five feet five inches
high and weighed cne hundred sixty pounds. He was of even temper but positive in
his speech. He was a life long member of the Friends Church and suoported it t:
the end. He did more to build the meeting house Chester than any other member. He
also gave his children the opportunity of a good education. He worked hard fer
Union High School, the first High School at Westfield. He was a Charter member of
the Republican Political Party.

in the War of 1861 the Friends Church raised large sums of money to assist
in caring for the sick and wounded and also for other purposes. Noah was appointed
by the church to handle that money.

In that wor'™ he made several trips to the cities of Teru and Wabash with the
soldiers. e himself was twice drafted as a soldier and twice paid out. He never
drank whisky or beer ~r any thing of that xind, nor used tobacco. He was a great
friend of the colored man and was an eye witness to the John Rhoades case which
happened in Hamilton County. Whén he was about sixteen years old hé was sent by his
parents, on horse-back to Greens-boro, Henry County, Indiana to a free-labor store
to et some spun cotton for the use of the family. When he started home, after a
short time, it began to rain and snow. For a while he would stcp to warm, but after-
noon he thought perhaps he could make it home without warming. When he got home,
he was so nedr frozen that his father and brothers had to take him off his horse
and carry him into the house.

At an early agze he became intered in the improvement of live stock on the
farm. This resulted in about thirty years of owning thorough~uvre : Short-horn cattle
and thorough-tred Cotswold sheep. :

He served as director of the Hamilton County fair. He was a part owner of the
first reaping machine that cut wheat in the neizhvorhood.

In 1886 he was driving a horse to a buggy the horse became frighténed and ran,
and threw him out on the corner of a rail fence. The thigh bone was broken in one
of his legs, and ever after that, he walked with the aid of a cane. The latter part of
life it took two canes.

At the age of ei;hty-eight years he purchased a Ford automobile., At that time
nis zrandson, HMorris Noah Tomlinson was Jjust getting old enough to begin to learn
to drive an automobile and it was the intention that Morris should learn to drive
and take his grandfather around among his children and any where else he wanted
to go. Noah got great pleasure out of this automobile., Gft times when he would be
riding on the Range-line road across the Dismal, which now has became Indiana,

U.S. 31, he would remark," When I was building this road along here, I never thought
I would be riding along here in this kind of a wagon",

When Noah was about forty-five vears old he was going to Indianapolis with a
load of wheat; while driving along the road between Broad Ripple and Indianapolis,
he made the remark to the part of his family that was with him, that "Indianapolis
and Broad Ripple would sometime come together", They were then seven miles apart,
with no particular sign of such a union, but he lived to see the time when Indianapoli

reached Broad Ripple and he traveled the streets in his automobile,

Writtean by Noah Tomlinson's son : Asher Kellum Tomlinson.
Date completed April 2l,1931.



